
 

Westbourne Park Uniting Church Netball Club Trial Process  

WPUCNC would like to take this opportunity to explain the trial process with the intention of clarifying why the 
Committee has decided to expand the process in 2019 for 13&U, 15&U and Open A. 

 The aim of the trial process is to assess players to ensure that they are selected in the appropriate divisions. This will 
ensure individual player development and success for the Club. 

When registering, players are asked to nominate two preferred positions. The Club aims to ensure that all players 
are given the opportunity to demonstrate their current skills and abilities in these positions. The Club understands 
that there are a number of players that have the ability to play more than just two positions, and cannot guarantee 
that players will be able to showcase their skills in these positions, as: 

 Court time in a third position would take away an opportunity for players to play in their first or second 
preferred position; and 

 The Club considers two positions a sufficient guide for the selecting panel to gauge a player’s current 
capacity. 

However, there may be opportunities for players to trial in a non-nominated position. For example, an age group 
having a limited number of players that have a preference for a certain position.   

Whilst every endeavour is made to place all players on the court for the same amount of time, this isn’t always 
possible or practical. Players are being observed as a whole throughout the entire trial period, and no one day has 
any more importance than the other. 

It should also be noted that the court time players are allocated is also directly related to the number of players that 
have selected the same positions. So while it may appear that other players are allocated more court time, it may 
simply be because there are less players that have nominated those positions. 

The selectors are asked to consider each player’s: 

 Current netball ability, court awareness and physical development; 

 Fitness and athleticism,  

 Potential for development; 

 Application and attitude; 

Players may be selected in a lower division than the previous season. This may be due to the introduction of new 
players to the Club of a higher skill level into that age group. 

We understand that trials can place a significant amount of stress on players, and for some, the expectation to 
perform during selections can be overwhelming. It is very important to be aware that team placement are 
provisional and it is possible that player movement can occur until week 4 of current season. 

If you have any concerns please voice this with the relevant age group coordinator. At no point is a player or parent 

able to approach the selectors’ bench during trials.  If you are not satisfied with the feedback provided by the 

relevant age group coordinator, you are able to discuss your concerns with WPUCNC President, Jo Davis on           

0447 771 500. 


